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EmploymentCrossing is the largest collection of active jobs in the world. 

We continuously monitor the hiring needs of more than 250,000 employers, including virtually every corporation and organization in 

the United States. We do not charge employers to post their jobs and we aggressively contact and investigate thousands of employers 

each day to learn of new positions. No one works harder than EmploymentCrossing. 

Let EmploymentCrossing go to work for you.
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When it comes to jobs in retail stores, while there is still a 
real need for them in some places, even a lot of the places 
that currently need them may soon be experiencing problems.  
A lot of bad things can happen to stores in times when the 
economy is poor, and if you’re currently employed in a retail 
job, that means that you may have to deal with your store 
being shut down or that you may have to accept reduced 
hours.  In fact, you may soon find yourself in a position where 
you’re simply looking at making sure that you can move on to 
another job if necessary.  People definitely do form exit plans 
and contingency plans, and the more solid your options are, 
the better off you’re probably going to be.

When looking at retail store jobs across the country, though, 
it is often hard to generalize.  Some people feel that retail 
jobs in luxury goods will be the first to be hard hit, while other 
observers expect cuts across the board.  In any case, there 
is the possibility that many companies will be cutting down 
on full-time employees and shortening work shifts.  What 
would this do to your personal living situation, and what can 
you do to make sure that you’re going to get the right kind of 
experience to protect you from such cuts? 

In many cases, people who are worried about retail jobs and 
what kind of futures they might have wonder what they can do 
to make sure that they will be kept on.  While the basic ideas 
behind being a good employee are fairly well known, they 
do bear repeating.  Remember to make sure that you get to 
work on time, are polite to customers, and get the right kind 
of results.  Beyond all that, make sure that you are visible.  

When it comes to being laid off, employers tend to find it 
harder to lay off someone who is well known than someone 
with whom they’ve had very little contact, so take some time 
to really consider what you’re doing to keep yourself visible.

Otherwise, while gossip is seldom a good idea, you do want 
to stay alert.  How are people acting, and have you noticed 
an increase in nervous activity among your employers?  
What sort of talk are you hearing?  You should definitely just 
keep your ear to the ground. Always try to work with good 
information, and remember that the more you have at your 
disposal, the better.

In the event that you do lose your current position, you should 
be checking your budget and considering what your options 
might be.  Do you have other resources, and do you know 
what other jobs you might be interested in?  Do you have a 
spouse or significant other who contributes to your household 
income?  There are many different things that you can do, 
so take some time to really consider what your options are.  
This can go a long way towards helping you land on your feet 
should the worst come to pass.

For many people, their retail store jobs are immensely 
satisfying, and if you can make sure to keep on your toes in 
these tough times, you will discover that you have a much 
better chance of keeping your job.  Being vigilant and figuring 
out what your options are can help you out a great deal.

The Industry Outlook for Retail Store Jobs

Are you worried that your retail job won’t last?  The current economic downturn has made many people a little nervous.  Take some time 

to make sure that you consider where you stand and what you need to know very carefully.  Retail store jobs in all industries stand to 

take a hit in the coming months, so the better prepared you are, the better off you will likely be.
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