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Careers in research, particularly clinical research associate 
jobs, requires certain disciplines that people in the academic 
and professional community usually posses. The constant 
curiosity in the how’s and whys of things, the perseverance 
in the quest of thorough research study, the independent 
thinking and diligence at work, creativity and discipline and 
focus on the conducted research study is crucial to becoming 
a professional researcher. The strategies on building careers in 
research are founded on these disciplines.

Apart from teaching or education, the employment options 
for jobs in research are actually immense. Researchers are 
needed by so many industries that conduct studies in many 
areas, both local and abroad. The field of clinical research 
careers is just one of the segments of research jobs that have 
risen exponentially in demand or in number of employment 
through the recent years. The diversity of study that it 
conducts compiles a comprehensive list of research projects, 
all of which are helpful in ensuring the success of an industry’s 
business move or strategy.

Responsibilities

The basic premise of a researcher’s job is to investigate 
problems and develop solutions with the use of the knowledge 
gathered by the inquiry or investigation. Critical thinking skills 
and research methodologies are used to formulate solutions 
to such problems. In delivering technical assistance to 
determining and attacking the point of a project or the point 
of inquiry, the researcher will collaborate with other teams 
that specialize on the technical processing of the information 
he has gathered.

A researcher basically, enhances the capability, effectiveness, 
credibility, visibility, and growth of the operations and business 
methods of a specific industry. They are the core workers 
that ensure high demand and success for every product or 
service that the companies introduce to the public. With his 
proficiency in handling data, doing logical analysis to the 

points of inquiry, problem presentation, and decision-making, 
a researcher works to the companies’ great advantage.

Qualifications

Research jobs are always limited to those who have taken 
science and engineering courses in college. For higher 
positions, earning postgraduate studies, training, and related 
work experiences is surely an advantage. Related college 
courses to science and engineering, and occasionally in 
economics and communication, opens up many career options 
when it comes to research. In handling inquiries and problems 
relating to pure science, applied science, and economics, 
general understanding of science and research methodologies 
is crucial.

For researchers who want to pursue a career that specialize on 
their field of major study, post-graduate studies are definitely 
a requirement. Professional researchers need to have honor 
degrees such as PhD when intending to work in a specific 
research area. In schools, research careers may be limited 
to university academic staff such as laboratory research 
technicians, department research officer, or head of special 
researcher and development projects that involve students. 
In this light, researchers in the field of academics may also be 
involved in publishing papers, serving on program committees 
or leadership positions on the science and technology and 
engineering department.

Research in Academia

Many claim that pursuing a research career in academia is 
more difficult than in the industrial research. This is because 
academia entails much more responsibility. Usually, academic 
researchers will have to handle a number of students who are 
doing their thesis on their major. In this light, the researcher’s 
career will be focused on mentoring and advising the students 
on their study. He will see to it that the students evolve from 
a novice scientist to a professional caliber researcher. He will 
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Even in doing simple school projects, people can see whether or not they have interests in research. In choosing science and 

engineering courses in college, the interest for research study is evident. For people who are passionate about research, it is good 

news there is actually a career that is tailor-made for that passion. With the advancement in the study of science and technology, new 

research jobs have emerged. These jobs have provided many opportunities for innovations, studying the nature and application of newly 

found techniques and technologies in various fields of industry. Usually, people who are pursuing careers in research are members of 

the community of scholars and academic professionals. Due to the rise of new science and research jobs, researchers are now tapped to 

work for various industries such as in manufacturing and advertising.
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see to it that the students find and solve their problems within 
professional standards, much like giving them the training of 
what the actual world of research is. Hence, the performance 
of the students would greatly reflect on how well a researcher 
performs in the job.

In academia, good work equates to better developed students. 
As they mature in the early stages of being a professional 
research scientist, the researcher matures into higher level or 
research methods application. Since research work is always 
collaboration between a number of researchers, research work 

is based on teamwork. There is no better way to create one’s 
own formula or great teamwork than by handling students 
who have not yet gotten full grasp of research disciplines. In 
this light, a research professional acquires a firm grasp of the 
mechanics of problem solving from a number of perspectives. 
Hence, a job in academia is not only focused in working the 
improvements of the students but also serves to the personal 
growth of the researcher in the profession. Handling students 
may not be the best place to shine in this career but it surely 
provides the best avenue for research career growth.


