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The first thing that you should consider is what kinds of 
opportunities are open to you. Finding the right situation with 
the right support and the right audience is something that you 
want to consider. Take some time and really consider what 
your options are going to be when you are thinking about 
what sort of place is going to suit you best. There are many 
different venues open for people who have received their 
doctorate and finding the right place is something you need to 
think about.

Obviously, pursuing a more extensive education for a career in 
academia is greatly encouraged. If you feel that you still want 
to refine your research skills and want to make sure that you 
are offering the kind of broadness in experience that may be 
expected, a postdoctoral fellowship may be the way to do it. 
Particularly if you are interested in working in the sciences, a 
change of scene as far as a lab goes, or even going to work 
overseas, this option can make a big difference. Take some 
time and make sure that you consider what needs to be done 
when you are looking at getting a job in academia. When you 
are looking forward to an activity like this, keep in mind the 
fact that the more publications you have the better off you are 
going to be. Really consider what is on the table when you are 
thinking about getting into academia.

Working in academia has many advantages that you may 
not have initially considered. In the first place, you will soon 
realize that you are in a place where you can broaden your 
experience, making sure you are well rounded if you choose 
to leave academia, and you will also find a postdoctoral 
fellowship can help you figure out whether you want to 
stay in academia permanently. Do keep in mind that for the 

most part, being able to continue in a postdoctoral position 
like this is fairly rare. These positions also tend to be fairly 
limited-term engagements. Finding a position of this sort on a 
permanent or rolling basis is quite rare.

If you are interested in leaving academia, at least for a while, 
you will find that it is time for you to consider what is available 
when it comes to research institutes. Many people who are 
in their postdoctorate phase will find a place in research 
institutes. This is a good place to be if you want to be in 
an academic environment without needing to worry about 
undergraduate teaching duties. You will tend to be funded 
on a short-term contract and this is a good place for people 
who have more experience in research to eventually find a 
permanent post. This is somewhat comparable to a senior 
lectureship at a university.

There are plenty of places available when it comes to industry, 
especially if you work in the science fields. Remember that 
the world you are considering is results driven and can be 
highly stressful. You also may have to travel. You may face 
management or may even run a lab yourself, depending on 
what area you are considering. There are many different 
things that you can do when you are looking at moving 
forward.

There are many different things that you can do when you are 
looking forward to your postdoctoral career, and as you are 
doing them, the most important thing for you to do is to figure 
out what you really want. What will make you happy? Where 
do you see yourself in the next few years? This is an important 
juncture in your life and it can cast a shadow over what you 

Finding a Career after Getting Your Doctorate 
Whether you are considering applying for postdoctoral fellow jobs, or you want to know what to do with a postdoctoral career, you will 

find that you are not alone. Working in academia for so long can leave you a bit bewildered when you are worried about what comes 

next. If you want to be in a position where you spring forward as quickly as you can, there are definitely a few things that you should 

know. When you consider pursuing a postdoctoral fellowship at the highest level, or if you simply want to find yourself in a place where 

you are comfortable and are able to continue doing the research that you are interested in, there are many different things for you to 

keep in mind.
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EmploymentCrossing is the largest collection of active jobs in the world. 

We continuously monitor the hiring needs of more than 250,000 employers, including virtually every corporation and organization in 

the United States. We do not charge employers to post their jobs and we aggressively contact and investigate thousands of employers 

each day to learn of new positions. No one works harder than EmploymentCrossing. 

Let EmploymentCrossing go to work for you.

are looking to do in the future. Take some time and make sure 
that you consider what your options are and where you want 

to take your work. What sort of research do you want to do, 
and where do you see your research taking you?


