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The most jobs— anywhere

Pharmaceutical Career Feature

Show your innovation through clinical research

Drug companies worldwide as well as innumerable research scientists are conducting clinical trials on a daily basis. Clinical trials are

used to access and document the performance and effectiveness of a particular drug or treatment, as well as uncover any possible

side effects or problems before the product or procedure is released for use with the general public. The key to the success of a

clinical trial is the documentation and presentation of its findings. This is where the Clinical Research Associate comes in. More than

the usual clerical healthcare jobs the position of Clinical Research Associate requires a strong knowledge of medical terminology, data

interpretation skills and attention to even the smallest details.

Most companies or independent employers require that a
Clinical Research Associate possess a Bachelor’s Degree in a
Science field, preferably Life Sciences or Biology. They will also
consider those with an RN or Pharm D qualification. It is also
desirable to have had some work experience or previous job in
the medical or pharmaceutical industry. An unpaid internship,
which many companies offer to college students, can be

very beneficial in building a resume that will convey that a
candidate is suitable for a research position.

The successful candidate for this line of work must
demonstrate excellent communication and organizational
skills. The clinical research assistant is often required to help
to recruit investigators and participants for clinical studies,
as well as prepare protocols, draft procedures and present
reports at meetings and conferences. The job often entails a
great deal of travel so that aspect should also be taken into
consideration before embarking upon this career path.

The employment opportunities for a Clinical Research
Associate can be found within large drug companies, small
private studies and at many medical teaching facilities. There
are also a number of government jobs available to those
with the right skills in Clinical Research, although they often
require a candidate acquire an official certification in the field
before they can be considered for employment. By becoming
a member of the Society of Clinical Research Associates

the aspiring Clinical Research Associate can demonstrate to
potential employers a superior level of dedication to the field.
The organization also holds an annual conference, and can
provide the networking resources to find a job as a clinical
research assistant it also provides advanced educational
courses and certification examinations.

The Society also maintains a list of known available jobs in the
field to help its members find work that may go unadvertised
in the usual channels.

This can be a difficult line of work to break into initially. A
person wishing to work as a Clinical Research Associate may
have to consider taking another position within the healthcare
or pharmaceutical industry while they continue to look for
the right opportunity to join the team of a clinical trial.
However with persistence and networking, the determined
candidate should be able to find the employment they are
looking for. Some Clinical Research Associates choose to
work on a freelance basis, offering somewhat discounted
services to employers. Once a worker has obtained that first
position, continuing employment should not be difficult to
find. The advances in medicine in general mean there are
record numbers of new drugs and procedures coming to the
market and all of these new innovations need to be able to
demonstrate their effectiveness and safety through a number
of well conducted clinical trials.

EmploymentCrossing is the largest collection of active jobs in the world.

We continuously monitor the hiring needs of more than 250,000 employers, including virtually every corporation and organization in

the United States. We do not charge employers to post their jobs and we aggressively contact and investigate thousands of employers

each day to learn of new positions. No one works harder than EmploymentCrossing.
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