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Getting a Materials Job

Someone who works with materials in a manufacturing 
environment will have the opportunity to learn skills that 
can translate to any other type of manufacturing.  A person 
who works in shipping or receiving will have the chance to 
use his or her skills no matter what goods the company is 
shipping or manufacturing.  There are a great many different 
opportunities in this challenging field.

There are specific skills that you will need to work these 
manufacturing jobs.  Inventory control, the methods that 
are used to manage inventory and make certain that it is 
accurate and valued properly in the company, can be a big 
part of a materials position.  A company’s inventory must 
be controlled and accounted for in the proper way so that 
the company can understand what it has and what it is able 
to sell or build.  Without the information that is provided by 
materials employees the planning department and those with 
manufacturing sales jobs would not be able to function.

You can look for manufacturing jobs in a variety of places.  
Classified ads in your local newspaper can be a good resource 
for these types of jobs.  Online job sites are often full of 
these positions as well.  Jobs in manufacturing can lead to 
a wonderful career that starts on the production floor and 
branches out into a variety of other positions.  There have 
been many cases of people who have started their careers 
in a manufacturing position and wound up in an upper 
management job later in their career.

There are many employees who started out in a manufacturing 
or materials position who have moved on to manufacturing 
engineering jobs.  Many times companies will pay for your 
education if it is related to the field that you are working in.  
This can mean a great monetary savings for someone who is 
planning on an engineering career.  Having your company pay 

for your education in exchange for the promise to work in a 
position within the company for a specific period of time is a 
great employee benefit.

Look for an agency that staffs manufacturing companies 
and find a position that you are qualified for.  In electronics 
manufacturing there are classes you can take and 
certifications that you can obtain that will help you to find 
a great job in manufacturing.  Materials-related positions in 
a manufacturing firm can be great places to start a career, 
whether in stocking and receiving or shipping of products to 
customers.

Your resume is important when you are looking for positions 
in this field.  Materials experience is something that you can 
take with you wherever you go.  If you have the opportunity 
to learn this challenging aspect of manufacturing, you should 
take the time to understand the principles and methods that 
are used.  Keeping track of inventory is one of the most 
important things that a business can do and there are many 
different methods that are used.  Cycle counting inventory and 
tracking how the inventory is disposed of and used is a way 
for a business to understand where its expenses are occurring.  
It can also help a business find data for working on the issues 
and problems that the company may be having.  For instance, 
if a company is losing a large part of its inventory to scrap, 
proper inventory maintenance will show this data.  In turn the 
company can seek ways to reduce the amount of scrap that it 
is experiencing.

If you have experience in this part of manufacturing, you 
should make sure that it is highlighted in your resume.  
Employers will be looking for employees who have experience 
in the manufacturing of products and the handling of 
materials.  When you have experience in either of these 
areas you will be able to apply for a job in any number of 
companies.
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goods the company is shipping or manufacturing.  There are a great many different opportunities in this challenging field.

www.manufacturingcrossing.com

MANUFACTURINGCROSSING

http://www.manufacturingcrossing.com/lcvideo.php?vid=5101
http://www.manufacturingcrossing.com/lcjssearchresults.php?kid=496&keyword=Materials&stype=A&domain=1515&stitle=1
http://www.manufacturingcrossing.com/lcjssearchresults.php?kid=494&keyword=Manufacturing Sales&stype=A&domain=1515&stitle=1
http://www.manufacturingcrossing.com/lcvideo.php?vid=4673
http://www.manufacturingcrossing.com/lcvideo.php?vid=4673


PAGE �

EMPLOYMENTCROSSING
The most jobs — anywhere

EMPLOYMENTCROSSING || BUSINESSDEVELOPMENTCROSSING

The most jobs — anywhere

Manufacturing Career Feature

EMPLOYMENTCROSSING |
The most jobs— anywhere

EmploymentCrossing is the largest collection of active jobs in the world. 

We continuously monitor the hiring needs of more than 250,000 employers, including virtually every corporation and organization in 

the United States. We do not charge employers to post their jobs and we aggressively contact and investigate thousands of employers 

each day to learn of new positions. No one works harder than EmploymentCrossing. 

Let EmploymentCrossing go to work for you.

Materials jobs can lead to positions in planning and 
scheduling.  This is a big part of the manufacturing world.  
Planning, purchasing, and scheduling all center on the 
handling of materials.  Starting in an entry-level position in 
stocking or receiving can help you to understand the flow 
of materials in the company that you are working for.  Once 
you begin to understand how the materials flow through the 
company, you can move on to other positions on the materials 
track.

Jobs in manufacturing are more prevalent in certain areas 
of the country.  When you use an online source for your job 
search, you will be able to see the types of manufacturing 
jobs that are available in the area where you live.  Or, you 

can search for neighboring areas where there are more 
manufacturing jobs.  It might be necessary to change your 
location if you are looking for manufacturing jobs related to a 
particular type of product.  Do your research to find the areas 
where you are more likely to find a position.

Just because you are applying for a manufacturing position 
does not mean that you should not present yourself in the 
most professional way possible.  Make sure that your resume 
is up to date and well-written.  Prepare for your interview 
by learning as much as you can about the industry and the 
company that you are applying to.  And finally, do your 
research on the field in which you are looking for a position.
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