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The most jobs— anywhere
Environmental Career Feature

Environmental Scientist

Environmental scientist could be defined as scientists involved with the protection and conservation of nature, natural resources and
inhabitants of our land.” Environmental career opportunities are flourishing in numerous sectors and around the globe. Environmental
science is a phrase encircling the wide range of scientific disciplines that need to be brought together to understand and manage the
natural environment and the many interactions among physical, chemical, and biological components. Environmental science provides
an integrated, quantitative, and interdisciplinary approach to the study of environmental systems. Environmental scientists are in great
demand because it is their duty to combat environmental damage by research and also by developing solutions to problems like pollution
control, ozone depletion, and wildlife endangerment. To a great extent, governmental policies, laws, and regulations are the driving
forces behind the need for environmental research and professions including researchers and engineers. It appears that the expected
implementation of new laws and regulations that affect the industry has peaked.

Environmental science jobs bring together researchers from

a wide variety of disciplines and backgrounds to develop

and deliver holistic, cutting-edge research and also the
understanding required to quantify the impacts of human
habitation on the planet. Not only that, but environment-
friendly products and services are becoming a very significant
part of the mainstream economy. Individuals may operate as
environmental scientists, or a group of scientists may work
together pooling their individual skills. With environmental
problems like global warming, climate change, lack of vital
resources like water, and other problems, we have to find
ways to preserve nature and our future. As we all know, these
are the most vital things which have kept us all alive. Career
opportunities related to the environment could be defined as
those jobs involved with the protection and conservation of
nature, natural resources, and inhabitants of our land.

Environment-related career opportunities are booming
because of the government’s environmental regulations for
companies, as well as due to the growing public awareness
and concern about working and living in a safe, clean world.
Based on the recent figures provided by the US Bureau of
Labour Statistics, the environment is among the top four job
categories or sectors which are expected to see the fastest-
career growth from the years 2007 to 2014. Over the past
few decades, concern with the issues related to environment
has increased a lot. While the level of concern fluctuates,
the future consequence is what people are concerned about,
i.e. the impact of environmental contamination on our own
health as well as the implications of the loss of biodiversity. As
concern and awareness have increased, opportunities in the
environmental job market have also increased. In a US news
listing of “hot tracks” for future employment, 20 percent of
those hot-track jobs were positions related to environment.

Environmental scientists basically use their knowledge to
protect the environment, predict future environmental issues,
and offer advice on proactive measures to conserve and

protect the environment. Environmental scientists conduct
research to identify and decrease or eliminate sources of
pollutants that affect people, wildlife, and their environments.
They analyze and report measurements and observations of
air, water, soil, and other sources to make recommendations
on how best to clean and preserve the environment. They
often use their skills and knowledge to design and monitor
waste disposal sites, preserve water supplies, and reclaim
contaminated land and water to comply with federal
environmental regulations. Based on the survey held in

the year 2000, median annual earnings of environmental
scientists were $44,180. According to the analysts in the
case of environmental scientists, approximately 40 percent
are employed in state and local governments, approximately
12 percent in management and public relations, 10 percent
in engineering and architectural services, and 10 percent in
the federal government. A small humber of environmental
scientists are self-employed.

Environmental scientists in research positions with the
government or in colleges and universities often are required
to design programs and write grant proposals in order to
continue their data collection and research. Environmental
scientists in consulting jobs face similar pressures to market
their skills and write proposals to maintain steady work. Travel
is often required to meet with prospective clients or investors.
Generally environmental scientists are required to perform the
following duties:

e To monitor the environmental impacts of development
activities.

e To develop ways of minimising the impact of industrial,
agricultural, and urban processes on the environment.

e To monitor the effects of pollution and land degradation
and recommend ways of prevention and control.

e To rehabilitate land, water, and air affected by mining,
logging, construction, degradation, and pollution.

e To conduct research and prepare proposals to lessen
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the impact of agriculture, grazing, new industrial, and
other developments on the environment.

e To develop conservation plans.

e To plan and conduct research into the physical and
biological nature of the environment.

e  To conduct community education and awareness pro-
grams.

e To investigate and report on breaches of environmental
guidelines.

e To take part in response to emergencies, such as
chemical spills and accidents.

e To analyse pollutants, identify their sources, and assess
their effects on the environment.

e To handle research matters of immediate and long-
term importance to governments and communities
such as the impact of land clearing on native animals
and the impact of waste products on waterways.

e To negotiate with and provide advice to industry, gov-
ernment departments, and the public on environmental
matters such as the management, re-use, or disposal
of hazardous materials.

e To assist in developing policies, strategies, and codes
of practice on environmental management.
e To handle environmental audits.

Environmental scientists normally work at remote field sites.
A Ph.D. is required for most research positions in colleges and
universities and in government. A Ph.D. makes the candidates
more competitive in this field. Both governmental and private-
sector jobs give preference to candidates with advanced
degrees. Since nearly half of all environmental scientists are
in the employ of the government, not having an advanced
degree may significantly limit your career options.

Environmental research scientists can work for a variety of
employers like government, educational institutions, large
industries, non-profit organizations, and also in the private
sector. According to the analysts, there have been more jobs
than scientists in this environmental research field.

EmploymentCrossing is the largest collection of active jobs in the world.

We continuously monitor the hiring needs of more than 250,000 employers, including virtually every corporation and organization in

the United States. We do not charge employers to post their jobs and we aggressively contact and investigate thousands of employers

each day to learn of new positions. No one works harder than EmploymentCrossing.

Let EmploymentCrossing go to work for you.
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