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If you are looking for a job in 
Canada or plan on going to school 
so you can get a better job, it is 
important to know the Canadian 
job market.  You should know the 
top 10 places that you can work in 
Canada, the top 10 occupational 
groups and the salaries associated 
with these careers.  You might 
have a desired salary range in 
mind or you might find the career 
you want to pursue doesn’t have 

many jobs in Canada.

Canada has several companies that pay salaried positions 
throughout the country. It is important to remember that if 
you can get your foot in the door in any position with one of 
these companies, you can eventually move up.  As you earn 
an education, you will be qualified to work in the department 
you are hoping to work in.  If the company knows you are 
working toward a degree in a certain field, most likely they 
will move you to a position where you can move up.  The top 
10 companies in Canada include General Motors, Sun Life 
Assurance, Daimler Chrysler, Honda, Ford Motor Company, 
London Life Insurance, Air Canada, Costco, Telus, and Intier 
Automotive.

In Canada there are 10 major occupational groups (or 
industries) you can work in.  These occupational groups 
include various positions you might consider as a career and 
include information technology, trades, health, sales and 
service, social science, education, government, natural and 
applied sciences, and arts and culture.

The information technology industry in Canada is booming 
because of the need for computer systems in every 
industry.  It is critical in almost every company throughout 
Canada to hire employees who have the ability to manage 
and maintain information systems.  Positions in this field 
include but are not limited to database administrators, web 
developers, telecommunication engineers, systems analysts, 

tech support, and people with highly developed skills in 
information management.

The biggest trade skills to learn in Canada include vocational 
skills that are also in the information technology field.  
Information technology is in every industry throughout 
the country and employs thousands of people.  Required 
capabilities include repairing electronic and mechanical 
equipment, working on the Internet, email systems, and 
applications commonly used through organizations.  Most of 
these trade jobs allow for you to get certified or take classes 
to focus on a specific aspect of this field so you can get a job.

The health field everywhere you go is in need of 
professionals.  This field can include many different positions 
in every aspect of health care.  This includes doctors, 
nurses, dentists, medical transcriptionists, and numerous 
administrative positions.  There are hundreds of positions 
throughout hospitals, urgent cares, and other medical offices.  
Salary ranges vary greatly.

Sales and service is a big industry within Canada, as it is 
around the world.  Most businesses have a product or a 
service to sell.  Sales positions vary from department stores 
to top level executives in companies.  These positions may 
require a degree from an accredited university for top level 
executives to only a high school diploma in lower level sales 
positions.

The careers throughout Canada vary greatly in pay.  Many 
jobs are hourly wages while others are salaried positions.  
The average pay for most jobs are as follows:  retail sales 
clerks in retail stores make around $20,000 - $24,000 
annually, data entry clerks $22,000, accounting clerks 
$30,000, bookkeepers $30,000, truck drivers $40,000, 
plumbers $44,000, electricians $47,000, executive assistants 
$58,000, registered nurses $57,000, computer engineers 
$80,000, and lawyers $70,000.  A dentist is one of the 
highest paid positions making approximately $120,000 
annually.

Top Careers in Canada
This article discusses the top careers in Canada according to growth opportunities, salary, and industry outlook.  It also discusses 

which companies are the best to work for in Canada and which ones are offering jobs in the near- and long-term future.  The article also 

addresses the overall state of the Canadian economy and job market.  
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The average hourly earnings for careers throughout Canada 
are from $38,000 to $41,000 annually.  Men average a 
higher hourly rate than women.  Men make an average of 
$20.87 an hour while women earn an average of $17.28.  
The overall hourly wage throughout Canada with all 
employees is $19.09 an hour.  

Many people want to know what the average weekly wage 
is in Canada based on the industry.  People who are working 
in the educational and related services are averaging a little 
over $800 a week.  The weekly average for health care 
professionals and social assistance workers is approximately 
$725.  Public administration workers make an average 
of almost $1,000 a week.  Professional, scientific, and 
technical services make around the same of the public 
administration jobs at $1,000 a week.

The biggest companies employing people throughout 
Canada are car manufacturers such as Honda, Ford, and 
General Motors.  More people are employed by these 
manufacturers than other businesses.  However, if your goal 
is to work for one of these companies you should consider 
the market today and the problems car manufacturers like 
General Motors and Ford are experiencing due to the rising 
gas prices.  Thousands of layoffs have occurred within these 
businesses and they will continue.  Any long term goals you 
might have for a career with one of these companies may 
be short lived.  

The best companies to consider are those with a promising 
future that might stick around for a while.  Industries 
still thriving throughout the economy today and that will 
continue to thrive include healthcare, insurance, and 
information technology.

The Canadian job market is 
doing very well.  The average 
pay rate is almost $40,000 a 
year across the board.  The 
industries that look the best 
in the market today are jobs 
in the information technology 

market which include database administrators, systems 
analysts, engineers, management, and various trade 
positions to fix and repair computers and electronic devices.  

There are many other fields of choice you might consider 
working in that pay quite well.  Working in the health care 
industry is promising because you can work as a dentist, 
any type of physician, or various administrative positions.  
These two fields are the best options for future growth 
and employment in Canada.  Technology is thriving and 
will continue to thrive because virtually every business 
throughout Canada requires computer systems for 
information gathering purposes.


