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Keep everyone safe and sound and get paid for it

The eighteen hundreds brought a real industrial revolution to America. Before that time most people lived in some way off of the land.
With the industrial revolution came a new kind of job. Business people started to give life to manufacturing companies of many kinds
and staying safe was just a matter of chance. Obviously something had to be done about that because too many accidents that can easily
be prevented were deadly or very disabling. Over the next two hundred years people worked on putting some rules and regulations on
paper that would keep workers as well as visitors to the company safe and sound.

An environmental health and safety director is the head of
the safety department. He is responsible for implementing
all of the existing environmental compliance rules in a
company. In smaller companies he is the only one there and
does everything, but in bigger companies he supervises the
environmental health and safety coordinators that follow his
directions. He is ultimately responsible for quality controls
of for instance water and air in and around the facility and
he makes sure that all necessary environmental permits are
obtained and renewed on time. The environmental health and
safety director has to make sure that all personnel attached
to the company respect all rules so that employees, visitors,
and contractors stay safe when they are at that particular
workplace. He and his team have to assess every possible
risk factor that is brought to his attention. He watches over
the production process and just over about anything that
goes on in the company. He is responsible that action is
taken when safety rules are violated and he needs to make
sure that repeat violators are reprimanded appropriately.
The environmental health and safety director has to know all
safety rules so that he can ensure compliance of the company
with OSHA.

The job position of environmental health and safety director
is a leadership position and that means that leadership
qualities are necessary for this position. This job position also
requires good social skills and a lot of common sense. The
environmental health and safety director has to have an eye

for detail. Preventing disaster is often embedded in the ability
to notice little details that can erupt in big consequences.

The goal is that the people who work in the company are in

a safe environment, as well as any visitors to the company.
Families who live in the area of the factory have the right to
feel safe and the environmental health and safety director is
often the person who communicates with the people who live
in the area and he addresses all concerns that arise. He needs
to have great communication and social skills. He represents
the company towards the media in case concerns are being
addressed by reporters. Bigger companies will often ask for a
degree in public relations just to make sure that the man they
hire is capable of dealing with issues and people. A degree

in science is often also very valuable for this position so that
chemicals and the risk they carry are better understood.

Do not underestimate the potential responsibilities of the
person in this position. The salary of an environmental health
and safety director depends on how big his responsibility is.
Yearly income of someone in this position can reach around
one hundred thousand dollars. When something goes wrong
everyone will point their finger at him. The things that can go
wrong can have minor consequences like some broken bones,
but fatalities among the workers occur too. When waste
products are not handled right they can cause disasters to
the environment and preventing that is also the task of the
environmental health and safety director.
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